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Introduction  
 
The first Knowledge Systems for Coalition Operations (KSCO) meeting was held in 
Edinburgh in May 1999 and focussed on Knowledge-Based Planning for Coalition 
Operations.  An international working group of interested individuals was formed at that 
meeting to encourage international collaboration on KSCO. The KSCO-2002 conference 
is the second in a series of international meetings which aims to bring together 
practitioners and key decision makers in coalition operation management with researchers 
from areas of knowledge representation and reasoning, planning, multi-agent systems and 
related areas in order to exchange experience and ideas, share inspiration and suggest 
novel concepts. Practitioners benefit from meeting each other and from learning the 
possibilities of recent research achievements while researchers will get inspiration from 
each other and links to potential end users of their ideas. 

Area of Conference 

Topics for discussion include:  

• Innovative theory and techniques for coalition formation and support to similar 
"virtual organisations"  

• Applications and requirements for knowledge-based coalition planning and 
operations management 

• Knowledge-based approaches to command and control  
• Knowledge-based approaches to coalition logistics  
• Knowledge-based approaches to Operations-Other-Than-War - such as peace 

keeping missions and other humanitarian operations  
• Multi-agent systems and the concept of agency in coalitions  
• Tools and techniques for knowledge-based simulation and modelling of coalition 

operations  
• Security and maintenance of private information or knowledge in coalition 

operations  
• Autonomous vs. centrally managed coalition operations  

KSCO Working Group 

Further information on the work of the Knowledge Systems for Coalition Operations 
working group and the conference series is available at 
 

http://www.aiai.ed.ac.uk/project/coalition/ksco/ 
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• Jean Berger (DREV Canada)  
• Jeff Bradshaw (UWF/IHMC US)  
• Roberto Desimone (QinetiQ UK)  
• Richard Devonshire (MoD UK)  
• Nort Fowler (AFRL US)  
• Dale Lambert (DREV Australia)  
• Michal Pechoucek (Czech Technical University)  
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Acknowledgements 

The KSCO-2002 organisers would like to thank the sponsors of the event for their support.  
These are the European Office of Aerospace Research and Development (part of the Air 
Force Office of Aerospace and Development of the US Air Force), the UK Defence 
Science and Technology Laboratory, the Australian Defence Science and Technology 
Organisation, the Canadian Defence Research Establishment Valcartier and the IEEE 
Intelligent Systems. 
 
The event would not have been possible without much valuable assistance and local 
arrangements made by Anne Bergez, Marie Dervillers, Malik Ghallab, Félix Ingrand and 
Jackie Som from LAAS (Laboratoire d'Analyse et d'Architecture des Systèmes), part of 
CNRS (the French Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique) in Toulouse. 
 
The organisers also would like to thank Jennie Camps-Douglas at AIAI at the University 
of Edinburgh for acting as the conference secretariat and for preparation of the web site 
and proceedings and Sylvie Barrouquere of ADERMIP (Association pour le 
Développement de l'Enseignement, de l'Économie et des Recherches de Midi-Pyrénées) 
for arrangements in Toulouse. 

Copyright 

Except where otherwise stated, all papers are copyright © of their individual authors and 
are reproduced here with their permission.  No unauthorised copying is permitted without 
written permission from the original copyright holders.  All material in these proceedings 
not attributable to individual authors is copyright © 2002, AIAI, University of Edinburgh. 
 
 
 


	Contents
	Introduction

